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This is a true story--I had a student a year or so ago make the following statement in 
class: “I hate intolerant people.” I hope all of you see the problem with that statement! 
So, it made me wonder, “What is actually wrong with believing something different than 
everyone else?”  
 
For example, it is not acceptable today to state that the proper role for a woman is to be 
a wife, have children, stay at home taking care of them, and having supper ready when 

hubby comes home from work. If anyone said this in a public place they would be 
branded a sexist pig! But what is really wrong with the statement? If I said that women 
all need to go to college and have careers rather than get married, have kids, etc. would 
that be any more correct than the other statement? 
 
Another example: Here in America, we have two dominant political parties—Republicans 
and Democrats. We also have Libertarians, the Green Party, the Constitution Party, the 
American Independence Party, and even the Socialist Workers Party (and many others). 
Why is it that we can have all these choices but if one decides to become a member of 

the American Communist Party or the American Nazi Party (in a “free society”) they 
immediately become viewed as dangerous radicals or subversives and get placed on the 
FBI-watch list and become disqualified for government jobs (based on one's free political 
views)? 
 
Yet another example: Why is it that agnostics and atheists can protest against prayer at 
public high school football stadiums and have it banned (as well as the display of 
Christmas decorations or displays in public places) but many attempts by Christian 
groups to influence public policy or who actively seek to express their views publicly 

(such as campaigning against gay marriage) are met with cries of unconstitutionality and 
hate speech? 
 
You get my point? What I believe is happening before our eyes in today’s society is a 
transition to post-modernism—socially, politically, and economically. It is also being 
reflected in our family forms, our religious (and quasi-religious) movements, and in our 
communicative institutions—like mass media—who are often the purveyors and 
facilitators of the postmodern transition. Our views of progress, truth, and even science 
are being challenged and people living in a post-modern society begin to doubt all 
established beliefs and truths. In fact, everything is both true and false, everything is 

possible and impossible, and everything and its opposite are in fact both true and false at 
the same time. In other words, reality is created by the individual with help from media 
and those who control communications, control humanity. Postmodernism is an era of 
social development where individuality combines with infinite choices and traditional 
values and truths are blurred or obliterated altogether on all things. 
 
Here is the big discussion question: Do you believe we have entered into a postmodern 
society? Is this the logical next step in societal evolution: hunter/gatherer, 
horticulturist/pastoralist, agrarian, industrialist, post-industrialist (modernist), 

postmodernity? If so, where does the world go from here?  WRITE AN ESSAY 
ADDRESSING THIS ISSUE AND YOUR VIEWS (IN THIRD PERSON ONLY!!) NOT TO 
EXCEED FOUR (4) PAGES, TYPED, DOUBLE-SPACED, 1” MARGINS, 12 POINT FONT, etc. 
(MLA-type format) 



 
To help you with your response, please utilize the following sources as instructed. These 
links are available as clickable links under WEB LINKS on the course menu on the left...: 
 
VIEW A SOCIOLOGY STUDENT PROJECT ON POSTMODERNISM AND HOW IT AFFECTS 

OUT THINKING AT:  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oceuuhhtvo 
 
 
 
VIEW “WHAT IS POSTMODERNISM” AT:  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oL8MhYq9owo&feature=related 
 

 
AND  
 
READ MY PAPER ON BAUDRILLARD AND EVIL beginning on page 62 of this document: 
 
http://www.envirecon.com/assrproceedings2008.pdf  
 
page 62-67 in which the postmodernist sociologist Jean Baudrillard’s views on 
postmodern society are presented with a special emphasis on how “evil” is manifested in 

the postmodern world. Remember, one does not have to BE a postmodernist to 
acknowledge that society is becoming or has become postmodern. In other words, “You 
don’t have to like it—and may disagree with it as a form of society, but we may well be 
experiencing it as we speak…” 
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