
SOCI 1301: Introduction to Sociology 

SEMESTER PROJECT 

Dr. Loessin 

 

THE ASSIGNMENT:  Access the reading entitled, POLITICS by Leonard Peikoff found 
on my Facultyweb page at: 
http://facultyweb.wcjc.edu/users/jonl/DIMHypothesisChapter8.pdf and read it 
thoroughly... 

Compose a critical essay using each of the numbered points below AS A SECTION OF 
THE PROJECT—make sure to divide your essay into these four parts!  You can label 
each section accordingly…(for example, section titles such as: Introduction and 
Summary, Interesting Revelations, Support and/or Dissent,  Conclusions) 

Remember that formal academic writing is done in THIRD PERSON and contains no 
grammatical or other errors.  Writing style will be scored along with content.  Be 
convincing, always convey that you have not only read the article but analyzed it well, 
and always be more specific and detailed than general in your finished composition! 

 

Format: 1” margins, 12-point standard font (like MLA) typed… 

Length:  Whatever it takes to do a great job, but probably one or more pages for each 
section to insure a decent job covering all the points. 

 

1. Mention the article and the author as you introduce the discussion.  Explain in 
your own words what the author was conveying to the reader (in other words, 
write a brief summary of the article--including the purpose and goals of writing it--
two or three paragraphs that explain the main idea[s].)  Be sure to mention and 
analyze any empirical findings discussed in the selection. 

 

2. List FIVE facts or revelations that surprised or interested you and why.  What did 
you learn and/or find intriguing about what was written? 

 

3. What agreements or disagreements were noted about any of the points 
made?  Elaborate and critically discuss each.  Was the article compelling or 
convincing to you in any respect?  Discuss any supporting historical or empirical 
evidence presented. 

 

4. After reading the article, what needs to occur in Western society (or just America) 
from this point forward to remedy the issues and concerns mentioned by the 
author and why?  What would socially-responsible people recommend for the 
betterment and/or continuance of our society going forward?  What should 
citizens do behaviorally to demonstrate personal responsibility that may then 
collectively contribute to a better social future than the declining one described in 
the article? 
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