
HUMA 1301: Introduction to the Humanities 
Dr. Loessin 
EXAM 1 

 
Part 1: Essay 
 
Instructions:  On your own paper, write or type an answer to the following question.  Be complete in what you write 
but limit your answer to approximately what would fit on the front of one typed page (double-spaced) or less.  Use 
MLA general format rules (including the heading) for completing your answer.  Here is the question: 
 
What are the humanities (definition and the various forms thereof), why do we study them, and how do the 
forms all interconnect toward the overall existence of human culture? 
 
Part II: Multiple Choice 
 
Instructions:  Please select the BEST answer for the following.  Put your answers on a Scan-Tron 882 testing 
form using a No. 2 pencil.  Be sure to put your name on your Scan-Tron. 

 

  
 

1. The above painting started the movement in art known as: 
a. surrealism    b. realism   c. impressionism d. expressionism  e. pointillism 
 
2. The above painting was painted by: 
a. Picasso b. Monet  c. Van Gogh d. Matisse e. Seurat 
 
3. The style technique employed by the artist Seurat was known as: 
a. surrealism    b. realism   c. impressionism d. expressionism  e. pointillism 
 
4. As the painting above is the momentary capture of an ocean scene, it could be classified as a “still life” painting. 
a. true b. false 
 
5. Pablo Picasso was well-know for his later period art known as: 
a. impressionism    b. expressionism c. abstraction d. cubism 
 
6. The art period heavily influenced by Freud and Jung is known as: 
a. impressionism  b. realism c. expressionism  d. surrealism 
 

 
  7. This painting was unmistakably painted by:   
     a. Cezanne    b. Dali    c. Van Gogh   d. Monet 
 
 



  8.  This artistic school is known as _______ and the American artist best known for it was______. 
 a. art-deco/Jackson Pollock   b. pop-art/Andy Warhol     c. fauvian/Wassily Kadinsky 
 

  9.  This artistic technique (usually created from stone, tile, or glass fragments) is called: 
   a. fresco         b. acrylics       c. mosaic 

 

 10. This painting by Georges Seurat is a good example of what painting method? 
    a. still life     b. pointillism    c. cubism    d. paint by numbers   e. splatter painting 
 
11. Rembrandt was a portrait artist and realist painter.  His paintings are often recognized by their: 
a. bright colors       b. animal presences      c.  very black/dark backgrounds       d.  frames 
 

 

 
 
12. The Russian-born French Jewish painter of the above picture (Hint—he also did remarkable stained glass work) was: 
 a. Picasso       b. DaVinci      c. Chagall       d.  Renior 
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13.  The above sculpture was sculpted by _________ and is entitled ______________. 
a. Michelangelo/Lovers        b. Rodin/The Kiss c. Lin/Memory of Years Past 
 
14. One of the most celebrated architectural achievements in American history was a house designed by Frank Lloyd Wright.  It 
was named: 
a. Gardenspace           b. Greenbow          c. Fallingwater         d. Miravalle        e. Fountainwood 
 
15. Architecture featuring towers, pointed arches, battlements, etc. as depicted below is known as: 
a. classical b. art deco     c. Georgian     d. Greek revival     e. gothic 

 

 
 
16. The following photograph depicts which school of architecture? 
 a. gothic      b. craftsman      c. Victorian      d. modern      e. Old English 
 

 
 
Music Matching Exercise—match the composer with the Period: 
 
17. The Renaissance Period  a. Palestrina 
18. The Baroque Period   b. Ravel 
19. The Classical Period                 c. Bach/Handel  
20. The Romantic Period                 d. Wagner 
21. The Expressionist Period  e. Beethoven/Mozart 
 
22.  “The Lotus Eater” by W. Somerset Maugham concerns a primary inquiry regarding the nature of: 
a. suicide     b. work versus leisure    d. aging and income d. time and beauty 
 
23.  Author John Updike is famous for his series of books that chronicle the life of Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom.  His writing 
perspective is: 
a. realism         b. romanticism         c. expressionism     d. modernism 
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24. Joseph Conrad stressed that realism should always dominate romanticism within each person because: 
a. those with realist perspectives are generally well-grounded in their lives 
b. romanticism most often leads to disappointment and dissatisfaction 
c. aspirations too high cannot easily be fulfilled 
d. when good fortune is bestowed upon a realist, it yields much greater joy and happiness 
e. all of these are accurate concerning Conrad’s perspectives on realism versus romanticism 
 
25. The central point of John Updike’s “Pygmalion” appears to be the disappointment involved in being a romantically-driven 
individual (especially in creating one’s “ideal” only to realize the “ideal” itself disappoints. 
a. true    b. false 
 
26. In Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis” an already unhappy man wakes up to discover he has been turned into a large beetle (or 
cockroach), dies, and is thrown out.  Is his work a disappointment and disillusionment tale or does it likely have a hopeful ending?  
What did your instructor say? 
a. it is totally depressing about life and its prospects—things always go from bad to worse and then we die 
b. it is hopeful because when people and circumstances that oppress us vanish, the human spirit is freed toward better and 
brighter days ahead—reliance and dependence on others holds back our true potentials 
 
27.  For writing to be considered “literature” all of the following qualities must be present in some form except: 
a. timelessness    b. written in the past, not recently   c. socially-meaningful    d. depth of thought and meaning 
 
Matching Exercise on Literary Terms—mark letters on your Scan-Tron as indicated—single or double letters per answer! 
 
28. irony   a. a universal, larger meaning of a story, expressing broader truths 
29. allegory  b. the central character in a story 
30. protagonist  c. a deeply flawed character who is admirable or experiences redemption 
31. anti-hero  d. a disconnect between reality and actuality in speech, situation, attitude, or actions 
32.conflict  e.. a clash of actions, desires, wills, etc. intrinsic to the flow of a story 
33. paradox  a.b.  a statement that must be false in order to be true, such as “I always lie.” 
 
34.  In Jack London’s short story, “To Build a Fire”  the protagonist (called “the Man”) ventures out with his dog in -70 degree 
weather to join his fellow miners a their gold mining camp.  He freezes to death en route.  The dog ventures on to the camp where 
it knows it can find warmth and food.  In this plot, the antagonist in the story is: 
 a. the dog       b. the mining camp      c. stupidity        d. nature 
 
35. What tense does John Updike prefer to use in his novels? 
 a. present     b. past     c. future 
 
36. If King Arthur was an actual king, he probably was_______ and lived in the ______ century. 
 a. Anglo-Saxon/10

th
 b. Celtic/6

th
 c. Norman/12

th
       d. Roman/ 2

nd 

 

37.  According to most legends, who killed King Arthur? 
 a. Lancelot    b. Merlin     c. Mordred         d. Tristan 
 
38.  Chaucer’s Pardoner’s Tale in his The Canterbury Tales is about three young men looking for: 
 a. gold     b. food     c. death     d. wives     e. wine 
 
39. The realist writer Thomas Hardy is well known for his profoundly depressing work depicting the personal tragedy of a good-
hearted young man with high aspirations who is lied to, taken advantage of, and generally destroyed by the humanity and society 
around him (which ultimately ends in his death) entitled: 
 a. Death in Venice       b. “Pygmalion”       c. Jude the Obscure     d.  Ulysses 
 
40. Romantic literature is so named because its style and characters tend to engage in adventure, be highly idealistic, have 
grandiose goals in life, and seek to be extraordinary rather than ordinary. 
 a. true     b. false 
 
41.  Realist literature tends to present life as nothing special and people as flawed, common everyday types who go through the 
motions of existence without expecting or receiving any special or miraculous moments.  Such literature is often used as a 
criticism of romantic inclinations and the dangers of being romantically inclined. 
 a. true    b. false 
 
42.  In John Updike’s “A & P”, the protagonist, Sammy is a nineteen year old: 
 a. checkout boy who is a realist      b. checkout boy who is an idealist      c. checkout boy who gets his manager fired 
 
 



43.  Even novels or other pieces of literature that are sad and depressing can be read in a positive and enlightening manner that 
convey to the reader that their own life is not actually as bad as it could be—therefore even the most depressing material can 
render the opposite effect on the reader. 
 a. true     b. false 
 
44.  John Updike stated that writing is the most “self-taught” form of expression because to become a great writer, only three tools 
must be employed.  Which of these is NOT one of the three tools? 
   a. self-discipline to write      b. reading extensively and emulating other writers   c. knowing how to type   d. write, and write more  

Read the following passage from James Joyce’s Ulysses: 

What did Bloom do at the range? 

He removed the saucepan to the left hob, rose and carried the iron kettle to the sink in order to tap the current by turning the 

faucet to let it flow. Did it flow? 

Yes. From Roundwood reservoir in county Wicklow of a cubic capacity of 2,400 million gallons, percolating through a 

subterranean aqueduct of filter mains of single and double pipeage constructed at an initial plant cost of #5 per linear yard by way 

of the Dargle, Rathdown, Glen of the Downs and Callowhill to the 26 acre reservoir at Stillorgan, a distance of 22 statute miles, 

and thence, through a system of relieving tanks, by a gradient of 250 feet to the city boundary at Eustace bridge, upper Leeson 

street, though from prolonged summer drouth and daily supply of 12 1/2 million gallons the water had fallen below the sill of the 

overflow weir for which reason the borough surveyor and waterworks engineer, Mr Spencer Harty, C.E., on the instructions of the 

waterworks committee, had prohibited the use of municipal water for purposes other than those of consumption (envisaging the 

possibility of recourse being had to the importable water of the Grand and Royal canals as in 1893) particularly as the South 

Dublin Guardians, notwithstanding their ration of 15 gallons per day per pauper supplied through a 6 inch meter, had been 

convicted of a wastage of 20,000 gallons per night by a reading of their meter on the affirmation of the law agent of the 

corporation, Mr Ignatius Rice, solicitor, thereby acting to the detriment of another section of the public, selfsupporting taxpayers, 

solvent, sound. 

45.  What point of view (pov) does this passage  represent? 

a. limited omniscent b. second person   c. stream-of-consciousness     d. first person observer 

46. In Thomas Mann’s Death in Venice (1912), Aschenbach surmises that the greatest of artists are notable and 
recognized because of: 

a. their wealth b. their historical surname     c. “despite”     d. their German heritage   e. the quality of their works 

47.  Aschenbach had always been a rational, efficient, austere man of letters.  He was the consummate rationalist 
and had never enhanced his existence with significant romanticism.  Upon his journey to Venice (as it turned out, 
toward the final days of his life) the romantic inclination dominated, leading to irrationality.  This demonstrates that 
throughout life, it is less important to be realist or romantic by nature, but to demonstrate balance between both with 
good judgment. 
 a. true  b. false 
 
48.  Tadzio was: 
a. Aschenbach’s muse      
b. a symbol/vision of Aschenbach’s youth   
c. an apparition with powers to “lead” the aging author to the irrational/afterlife 
d. all of the above 
 
49. While many scholars and literary critics claim that Death in Venice is a work of “gay” literature, why is this 
questionable? 
a. because “gay” and “pedophilic” are two different things 
b. because Mann projected that Aschenbach’s feelings for Tadzio were disturbing, distressing, and troubling 
c. because Aschenbach was a “picture or moral strength” 
d. because European standards of behavior are different that those of U.S. scholars 
 



50. Death in Venice is filled with “strangers”.  Which of these characters is NOT one of the strangers? 
a. Aschenbach     b. the gondolier     c. Tadzio     d. the foreigner in the portico     e. the hotel manager 
 


