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   In the tradition of Plato and Marx, kings and dictators, anarchists and socialists, 
theocrats and idealists of all sorts, your job is to develop a proposal which creates what 
YOU have concluded is the most idealistic but realistic possibility toward changing 
current American society for you and/or the people of your nation.  The only catch is that 
YOUR SOCIETY MUST BE VASTLY DIFFERENT FROM THE CURRENT SOCIAL SYSTEM 
under which we live today.  (You can change the system of government, constitution, 
laws, etc… nothing is off-limits regarding these sorts of things!) 
  
     Why are you trying to construct this new society?  Because you have been charged 
with that responsibility by the nation and given carte blanche to develop and implement 
whatever social system you wish.  
     
     Naturally, you will want to do a little research first, hoping to rely on what others have 
proposed and/or implemented in the past in other nations-- figuring out what went right 
and what went wrong-- so you can use their good ideas while correcting their 
mistakes.  You will also have to focus on the nature of man and how he or she will adapt 
to your new society.  You must also consider whether people need their freedom and of 
what types, or if they do not need freedoms.  You need to determine whether trust and 
faith should be placed in the people to make decisions or whether you or some elite 
leadership should make them.  You must determine if people can lead themselves or 
need to be lead, whether you want power and control or just overseer status, whether 
education is a good or bad institution for your society’s survival, whether other social 
institutions should be instilled by authority or left to natural evolution (things like 
marriage and family, the economy, religion, health, etc.)  You must consider our social 
problems of today and how your new system will address them (or cure them).  What 
type of law and order will you create and justice system for offenses and offenders, as 
well as innocent victims?  You must address the role of government and the military, of 
money and technology, and so many other variables that all work together to make the 
whole.  You may want to consult some of the works cited in the reading list in the course 
outline as well as some writings from social thinkers like William Graham Sumner, 
Vilfredo Pareto, Karl Marx, and the like… 
  
     Your work is cut out for you and you don’t have long-- the DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION IS at the beginning of class on November 18 for MWF and November 19 for 
TR sections and your finished proposal must be at least five (5) but not more than ten 
(10) typed pages in length (double-spaced with standard 1” margins and 12 pt. font 
size/style).  It must be at least five (5) full pages at a minimum. 
  
     Remember-- it matters not what our social system is today-- you have been unleashed 
to do what you will.  Don’t be influenced by the political, economic, and social values of 
today--  DO WHAT YOU MUST and do it for the benefit of whoever you want-- the people, 
yourself, the church, etc.  Always bear in mind though that you must make your society 
functional and operational.  It must have validity as you must design it to be rational and 
realistic, using research and insight from existing sources, philosophies, etc., and, again, 
it must be significantly different from our current social system.  In other words, your 



system MUST HAVE AN ACTUAL AND REALISTIC CHANCE TO SUCCEED AND 
PROSPER IN OUR WORLD OF TODAY OR NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE! 
  
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS: 
  
     You MUST address at least three to five (3-5) current controversies, issues, and/or 
social problems AS WELL AS define, redefine or restructure ALL of the major social 
institutions (family, religion, economy, government, education, 
health/medicine/recreation/leisure, and communications/media) as they will be 
constructed and emphasized in your new society. 
  
THE PURPOSE 
  
The primary purposes of this project are: 1. for students to gain historical knowledge or 
current and past social systems (both real and idealistic) as designed and implemented 
or proposed by social architects and philosophers throughout history; 2. for students to 
develop critical thinking skills and apply them in a complex decision-making 
environment, and; 3. for students to develop alternative perspectives of society which 
can be incorporated into one’s own personal social, political, and economic 
perspectives. 
  
The Format 
  
Follow specifically the instructions on this handout for completing your paper.  I will 
warn you that I will be looking for compliance with ALL of these requirements in 
determining your grade.  a) Typed, double-spaced, standard margins/fonts;  b) Length: 
minimum of 5-6 full pages, maximum 10 full pages; c) completeness and 
comprehensiveness of design addressing all points required as stated above; d) original 
title for your proposal; e) neat presentation; f) specificity and detail of your plan 
demonstrating logic and rationality in your thinking; g) error-free and as perfect as 
possible; h) NO FOLDERS, NO COVER PAGE--just heading (heading, class, date) on top 
of page one, title on title line, and start writing, stapled together on left hand corner. 
  
Again, completing the project and meeting the deadline for submission is required and 
failing to do so will result is a grade of zero (0). The project grade replaces your lowest 
exam grade. 
  
DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSION:   
            For MWF Sections--- beginning of class, Wednesday, November 18 
            For TR Sections--- beginning of class, Thursday, November 19 
 


